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is get in an argument with a 
— Dist. A tty. Henry Wade 

probably them trying to discredit some- 
body,*’ but he added that “the last thing 
I want to do is get in an argument with 
a dead J. Edgar Hoover/* 

The files of the Warren Commission, 
which in the past few years have been 
declassified from the National Archives, 
verify that Wade's funds for informants 
were strictly monitored as Hoover 
claimed, which perhaps was one fvtor 
on the commission's determination that 
Orwaid had no accomplices in the assas- 
sination in the fall of 1963. 

Apparently shortly after Hoover 
learned of the remarks Wade was re- 
ported to have made, the word went out 
from headquarters that the district at- 
torney was questioning the bureau’s po- 
rtion on Oswald and that contacts with 
him were to be correct but severely 
limited. 

♦'sitin'* orders for the Oa n ^s 



peared highly concerned about how the 
conduct of the district attorney’s office 
would affect the credibility of the FBI's 
emerging conclusion that Oswald and 
Ruby were not involved in a conspiracy 
and did not know each other. The major 
problem was how to appear cooperative 
without giving the local officials ammu- 
nition to create what the FBI felt was 
an inflammatory situation. 

" Asst. Dist. A tty. William Alexander 
has stated that the state presentation 
would ‘make no effort to correct the im- 
pressions’ a jury may receive that Os- 
wald and Ruby were part of a Commu- 
nist conspiracy,” a memo dated Jan. 9, 
1964 from top FBI official Alex Rosen 




said. “He inferred that he felt a jury 
would be most likely to convict and givi 
Ruby a substantial sentence with the 
belief there was an Oswald-Ruby con- 
nection.” * J 

But in a handwritten message at the 
bottom of the memo Hoover personally 
authorized limited cooperation rather 
than leaving it up to the Warren Com- 
mission for fear the bureau would be 
blamed for withholding information and' 
evidence. 

I see in this endless delays upon the 
part of Rankin in reaching a decision,” 
Hoover observed. “The Texas authori- 
ties will blame the FBI for hedging — 
not Rankin.” 
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Wade's remarks 
about Oswald 
enraged Hoover 

ByBOBDUDNEY 1*1*0 (T) ^ gany trace 



By BOB OUONEY 

H ° r ° !4 Woshington Bureou 
. ■ /^^SHUIgTON — Statements made 

• by Henry Wade about Lee Harvey Os- 
wald » infuriated J- Edgar Hoover thar 
a background check into the district at- 
tomey's FBI years was ordered and Dal- 
' las agents were told to keep him "at 
arras length.” 

The late FBI director also told J. Lee 
Rankin^, chief counsel to the Warren 
Commissions that \y a de “grossly distort 
•- ” lhg possibility that the assassin of 

President Kennedy might be an inf or - 
mant unknown even to FBI headquar 

^ t *“ t **" te * t “nony "would not 
. -s hold water." according to newly re . 

- ! -L - leased FBI files. " 

Hoover disputed Wades assertion, as 
Y.. recoua ^ u» a private meeting with 



ing any trace 

The Wade testimony apparently 
fueled the suspicion — which Lingers to 
this day among those with well-honed 
senses of conspiracy — of Oswald’s gov- 
ernment connections that Hoover was 
trying desperately to dispel The result 
was a deep chill between the FBI and 
the prosecutor s office which has never 
been publicly detailed. 

T told Mr. Rankin that I most cer- 
tainiy could say that at least for the last 
20 years I know Mr. Wade's statements 
would not hold water." Hoover wrote in 
a memorandum of his conversation with 
the chief counsel. “Every cent is strictly 
accounted for and the identity of every 
informant is known.” 

After the meeting with Rankin, Hoo- 
ver apparently moved immediately to 



5 7, V W l l~r with- ver apparently moved immediately to 

™ agent stationed- get a full briefing of Wadefc^ m 
War H an FBI agentTfe^^uSTt^ 



; the bureau kept no records of funds giv- 
en to informants. The implication. 



Jan. 31, 1964, memo to top FBI officials 
he observed that ho had found fault 
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Hoover ordered FBllto keep 

PAnHiniui from Pnxa ** ® 



Continued from Page One 

"He (Rankin) stated Wade advised 
the commission that he had left the bu- 
neau a good record and that, in 
fact, the bureau had endeavored to dis- 
suade him from leaving/* Hoover wrote 
The summary on Wade ... does not 
substantiate this last statement” 

The memorandum then stated that 
lfter Wade left to enter the service “he 
ought reinstatement, stating he had 
aade a mistake In resigning." but that 
«i FBI request that his draft deferment 
'■* terminated had already gone 
hrough- 

In an interview Friday. Wade said be 
vas a t a loss to understand the state- 
nent. “I know they would have taken 
ne back, as far as I can tell," Wade said. 
*On the day I was sworn into the Navy 
got a telegram from the FBI saying 
permission to enter the service was de- 
ded because they wanted me in the 



Hoover also voluntarily sent a sftte- 
ment affirming his admirable public ser- 
vice in the FBI during one of his politi- 
cal campaigns in later years, Wadevad- 
ded. 

“In addition to the matter of w£de’s 
leaving, the FBI memorandum also 
sheds light on the subsequent wirren 
Commission inclusion of Wade’s infor- 
mant payroll records in its mass of docu- 
ments. an incident that appeared to 
make little sense at the time. 

“I would like now to have a fyrther 
analysis of exactly how Wade operated 
and how monies were paid to him as- 
wen as a listing of the funds stSplied 
him and what disposition he made of 
them,’* Hoover instructed. 

"Wade has certainly grossly misinter- 
preted to the (Warren Commission) the 
manner in which the bureau operates its 
informants and it is the desire of the 
commission and roost certainly that of 



The fast thing / want to do 

dead J • Edgar Hoovers 
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■ myselt to have this clarified and the re- 
cord set straight/* 

Wa<i speculated the whole matter 
had resulted from garbled communica- 
tion between Hoover and Rankin since 
he recalled nothing erf the statements 
concerning FBI methods in paying in- 
formaiks and never felt Oswald worked 
for an* government agepey. 

I it ink Mr. ■ Hoover's right about 
that,’* iVade sakL "ThJre must have 
been aj misunderstand!^ because they 
didn’t j^ist send us money to buy infor- 
mation any way we litwf We had to 
account for it, no question about that/* 

Wade surmised that the bureau re- 
search on his FBI background “was 
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